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FINANCIAL PIONEER TO SPEAK AT UM COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES
MISSOULA One of the state’s leading businessmen, Ian B. Davidson, will address the class of 2007
during The University of Montana’s 110th Commencement ceremonies.
Commencement will be held Saturday, May 12, at the Adams Center. The ceremonies for
UM’s College of Arts and Sciences and College of Technology will begin at 9:30 a.m., and
UM’s professional schools and colleges will hold ceremonies beginning at 2 p.m.
Davidson, a native of Great Falls, is chair o f Davidson Companies. He graduated from
UM with a business administration degree in 1953 and then earned a business administration
master’s degree from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1957. He was a UM finance
instructor during 1956-57 and was awarded an honorary doctorate in business administration
from UM in 2003.
Armed with the master’s degree and his thesis, which included ideas for transforming his
father’s Montana brokerage firm of Gibson Associates, Davidson returned to his home state in
1958.
He joined the firm, which today is Davidson Companies, corporate parent of D.A.
Davidson & Company, Davidson Trust Company, Davidson Investment Advisors and Davidson
Travel. Headquartered in Great Falls, Davidson Companies now is the largest financial services
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operation based in the Pacific Northwest, with branch offices throughout Montana and across the
nation.
In the early 1990s, Davidson served as vice chair of the Pacific Stock Exchange. He also
served as a director of the Securities Industry Association and in 1995 was elected chair of the
board of governors of the National Association of Securities Dealers, which runs the Nasdaq
stock market.
In 2004, Davidson and Fred Dickson, D.A. Davidson chief market strategist, created and
launched the Davidson 99, a regional stock index that has made its way into newspaper stock
tables and computer screens across the nation.
Davidson also created a student investment program through Davidson Companies that
provides teams of university students with real funds to invest. Participating schools share in
profits, and Davidson Companies covers the costs o f any losses. Twenty colleges and
universities, including UM, now participate in the program.
Davidson received a UM Distinguished Alumni Award in 1980 and was the recipient of
the University’s Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service Award in 1987. The Missoulian also
ranked him among the 100 most influential Montanans of the 20th century in 1999.
The philanthropic support of Davidson and his wife, Nancy, was instrumental in creating
UM’s Davidson Honors College, which opened its doors to serve students in 1996. In addition to
their gifts for the honors college, the Davidsons have supported the School of Business
Administration, the Department of Social Work and Intercollegiate Athletics.
Both Ian and Nancy have served on a number of civic, educational and philanthropic
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boards and organizations throughout the state and have been longtime staunch supporters of UM,
actively participating in several successful fundraising efforts for the University.
Nancy earned degrees in biological sciences and education at UM in 1959. She received
an honorary doctorate in humane letters from the University in 2003.
In 2002 the Davidsons were inducted into UM’s Order o f the Grizzly, created in 1965 to
recognize Montanans of highest distinction. The award is conferred on individuals whose
philanthropic and civic activities have changed the face of UM.
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